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degiees [some superior to others] And in each of these
degiees He has ceitam names, attributes, and modes, applic-
able to that particular degiee and not to the others , e g , the
names Divinity and Sovereignty [are not applicable] to the
degrees called Subordination and the Creature-state Con-
sequently, to apply the names ' Allah ' and ( the Merciful,' etc ,
to created beings is sheer infidelity and heresy And, similaily,
to apply the names suitable to giades of created things to the
Deity is the height of misconception and delusion

0 you who deem yourself infallible,
In cei titude a very oracle, l

Each grade of beings has its proper name
Mark this, or you'll become an infidel 2

Flash XXIV

The Eeal Being is One alone, at once the true Existence
and the Absolute    But He3 possesses different degrees

In the first degree He is unmanifested and unconditioned,
and exempt from all limitation or relation, In this aspect
He cannot be described by epithets or attributes, and is too
holy to be designated by spoken or written words , neither
does tradition furnish an expies&ion for His Majesty, nor has
leason the power to demonstrate the depth of His perfection
The greatest philosopheis are baffled by the impossibility of
attaining to knowledge of Him , His first characteristic is the
lack of all chaiac tens tics, and the last result of the attempt
to know Him is stupefaction 4

To you convictions and presumptions wrought
By evidence intuitive are naught ,

How can one prove your own reality
To such as you who count all proofs as naught 2

However great our heavenly knowledge be,
It cannot penetrate Thy sanctuary ,

Saints blest with visions and with light divine
Reach no conceptions adequate to Thee

1 Sidcftq, veracious, like Abu Bakr '
a Zvndtiq
8 Bee note 2, p 27

4 Ilobiranl    In the ' Mantoq ut-Tair/ Ha^rat IB the last valley in the
Sufi pilgrim's progieBS    To know God he must rise to ecstasy